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Yet these very omissions prevent the work from being considered as an out¬ 
line Of the whole subject. The assignment, indeed, of branches of the same 
department to diflerent individuals, has interfered largely with the value of 

c7Jle 0 , n le i.l t r al T i ” T h ‘ ISt °' hcra - as that of >'"= “hand,” assigned to Sir 
Charles Bell—have been but little restricted to their objects, and have been 

expanded into treatises on certain topics of natural history but little connected 
with the subject. 

The medical, as well as the general, student is usually but little acquainted 
with the first principles of natural history. To him Dr. Itoget’s work will be a 
valuable introduction. To the American reader it will soon be easily accessible 
as, notwithstanding the expense of the illustrations, the enterprising publishers 
of the former ** Treatises'* have determined upon reprinting 1 this. 

The number of the wood-cuts is uptvards of 460. To the first volume is 
prefixed an outline of Cuvier’s classification of animals, with examples of ani- 
inals belonging to each division. 1 ,, j | 


XX. Trade dc Physiologic Medicate cl Philosopkiqvc. Par Ant. Lepelletikh, 
de la Sarthe. Expcrientia veritas. Quatrc volumes in 8, avec 11 planches 
et des tableaux synoptiques. Tome quatrieme. Paris, 183d. pp. 588. 
d Treatise on Medical and Philosophical Physiology. By Au. Lepeeletieh da 
la Sarthe, Stc. 8ce. Vol. IV. 

The concluding volume of this work does not lead us to modify the senti- 
ments, which we expressed regarding its precursors." It is, on the whole, a 
singular production;—interesting in many of its relations, and comprising much 
useful matter, but by no means adapted for serving either as a sketch, or as a 
system of physiology. Upwards of three hundred pages of the third volume 
are devoted to the consideration of the intellectual and moral faculties. The 
author is evidently partial to psychological investigations, and one of the main 
faults of the work, is, that it contains more metaphysics than physics. 

Two hundred and sixty-four pages of the volume before us are occupied with 
the consideration of the remaining “ Functions of dictation,’’— including the 
“ Functions of Expression.” The remainder embraces the physiology of the 
“genital functions,” the “history of life”-”considerations on death”—"che¬ 
mical decomposition of the organism,” and, lastly, the “natural theory of the 
human races.” What shall we say of the following specimen of credulity, 
which we find under the last bead 1 

“ Shall we speak of those sea men referred to by naturalists under the names 
Ambirs, Sirens,. Tritons, and Nereids? Their existence seems to me to be 
admissible only in fable. Some individuals, who have lived in the midst of the 
seas, like the amphibia and fishes, have imposed upon naturalists in an age not 
very remote from our own. But it is sufficient to examine the principal traits 
of their history to discover, that every one of them, in place of being a Xep. 
tune u-ith azure locks, was simply an individual of our own species, wonder¬ 
fully gifted with the faculty of swimming. We also shall relate some examples 
of this singular peculiarity. 

“ A Sicilian, named Nicolas, bom at Catania, of poor parents, had such an 
inclination and taste for living in the midst of the waters, that he could not past 
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l“"ime y 16 , ! , 0yal 1 ACadem - V ° f Sciences of Lyons, and was described, at 
French m^tronor^’ ^ °" C ? ' he m ° St rcs P ectab 'o ™«lica! journals of the 
S I! “ W ° rt C ° nt f ! ^ “ a e™*‘ number of interring 

1 C ‘ teS these vcr >' “ ses > «“h embellishments; for example, he says 

ti I h r f h “ bCCn * Breat deaI of fab >'. b y the way, respecting the length of 
trme that a person may remain under water and vet admit of resuscitation 

a^ s^e“U &c •7“ 7 h ?r h e * t,y aCCOrdinff " Umer ° us e'tcumstances—of 
age, strength, kc.—into winch we cannot enter here; but, generally sneakinr 

a few minutes, complete immersion renders the asphyxia irremediabl/ Yet ft 
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pearl fisheries, can remain a long time beneath the surface. Maffius states of 
the Brazilians, that they -are wonderfully skilled in the art of diving, and can 
remain sometimes for hours under water, with their eyes open, in order to 

John B any T S at ,",‘ C b0tt ° m ” Mersennc aIso mentions a diver, named 
John Barrinus, who could dive under water for six hours! It is a matter of 

fe°w minu U r er ’ *"* *“ b “" abIa P"*»* b » stay beyond a 

The type and the paper of M. Lepelletier’s work are better than we usually 
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